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North and South Otter Lake Association 
Annual General Meeting 

July 21, 2019 
 
The North South Otter Lake Association (NSOLA) Annual General Meeting (AGM) was 
held at the Frontenac Park Office Interpretive Centre on July 21, 2019 from 10:00AM to 
12:00PM.  
 
Attendees: Simon Smith, Steve Blostein, Mike Kramer, Alan Torrance, Pam and Don 
Stuart, Jean Hodgson  and David Crane, Anita and Keith Dunn, Edith Costello, Oriana 
Muzzin and Nick Adjuk, Judy Tetlow and Dale Midwood, Joyce and Rudy Duncan, 
Wilma and Cam Kenny, Mary and Jeremy Clarke, Mike and Liz Evans, Aaron 
Zimmerman, Sally Dundas, Pam Wheaton and John Vincett, Mary Farrar, Anne and 
Barry Robertson, Ross Sutherland. 
 
From 9:30 to 10:00AM cookies, cakes and coffee were served. Mike Kramer accepted 
membership fees. Everyone enjoyed this social period and well-deserved appreciation 
goes out to all who brought refreshments. 
 
1. Introduction  
At 10:00AM Anita Dunn, President, welcomed everyone and called the meeting to 
order. She reminded everyone to renew memberships at $10.00 per property. Anita 
thanked Ross Sutherland, Councillor for South Frontenac Townships for attending. 
 
2. Adoption of Minutes of Last AGM 
Steven Blostein, Secretary, had completed the Minutes of the 2018 AGM. These were 
emailed to members prior to the meeting. 
 
Motion #1  
Keith Dunn moved to adopt the agenda. 
Mike Evans moved to adopt the minutes of the 2018 AGM. 
Seconded by Wilma Kenny. Carried. 
 
3. Treasurer’s Report  
Mike Kramer presented the treasurer’s report.   
 
 Income Expenses Balance 
July 1, 2018   $1,374.12 
Dues collected 258.65   
Loon Raft  205.47  
Interest    0.74   
Service Charges     1.25  
June 29, 2019   $1,426.79 

 
Dale Midwood described the loon raft near the island, which is crown land. The raft was 
built on flexible anchors. Appreciation was given to Sally Dundas and Dale Midwood for 
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constructing the raft. The raft still could use a sign. The raft will be monitored to see how 
well it works over this coming year. 
 
Motion #2  
It was moved by David Crane and seconded that the treasurer’s report be adopted. 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion #3 
It was moved by Mike Kramer that for the coming year, a $500 donation be provided to 
one of the following organizations: 
 
• South Frontenac Fire and Rescue 
• Algonquin to Adirondack Region Corridor 
• Friends of Frontenac Park 
 
The motion was carried. The outcome of a secret ballet vote indicated that South 
Frontenac Fire and Rescue would receive the donation. 
 
4. Otter Lake Map and Property List Changes 
Barry Robertson displayed an enlarged map of North and South Otter Lake and area. 
The map refers to the NSOLA Property Owners’ list that had been circulated. Barry has 
maintained this list for many years. 
 
Barry noted the following: 
Property #12, 1106 Otter Point Road owned by Graham is for sale. Graham already 
owns 1104 otter Point Road.  
Property #16 Sold to Keith and Anita Dunn.  
Property #28 Sold to Leslie and Ken York 
 
Anita thanked Barry for maintaining and updating the NSOLA Property Owners’ List. 
 
A copy of the property owners’ list is available by emailing Barry at 
bar@sno.phy.queensu.ca 
 
 
5. Water Quality Testing 
 
A network of 800 volunteers provides data for Cataraqui Region Conservation 
Authority’s lake quality reports across Ontario under the Ontario Lake Partner Program.  
Keith Dunn is conducting tests at deep points at North Otter Lake. One of them is near 
the Scouts Canada camp and the other is opposite the Evans’ cottage. Results can be 
found on CRCA’s web site. Generally, there have been no significant changes to report. 
Phosphorous levels remain low, and Secchi disk visibility of 4 metres was recorded. 
Water levels are generally high. Algae, reported on previously, are present but blooms 
have changed somewhat. As pointed out last year, these do not present cause for 
concern. 
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5A. Lake binder (item added late to agenda) 
 
Pam Wheaton reminded members to report sightings of flora and fauna using a form on 
the NSOLA Web site. Sally Dundas pointed out invasive species should be given 
attention, e.g., phragmites, which are hard to dig up. Pam reminded everyone to record 
these sightings in the lake binder.  
 
6. Election of Officers / Directors 
 
The following positions are up for election this year: Treasurer and the Two Directors at 
Large. 
 
Treasurer: Oriana Muzzin has agreed to serve, replacing Mike Kramer. 
 
Directors: Cam Kenny and Aaron Zimmerman have agreed to serve. They replace Barry 
Robertson and Sally Dundas. 
 
The above members of the executive were thanked for their service to NSOLA. Besides 
the above there were no other candidates. 
 
Motion #4 
Anita Dunn moved to nominate the above slate of candidates. They join the currently 
serving officers, which are Anita Dunn President, and Steven Blostein, Secretary. The 
Vice-President position remains unfilled. That is to say, NSOLA is still looking for an 
interested volunteer. 
 
The motion was seconded and carried. The above candidates were nominated and then 
elected based on a show of hands.  
 
Looking ahead to 2020, the Secretary, President and Vice-President positions will be 
due for election.  
 
7. Developments in South Frontenac Township 
 
South Frontenac Township Councillor Ross Sutherland gave an overview of recent 
activities in the municipality. An important current activity is the development of a new 
strategic plan in South Frontenac. He noted that the current plan is 20 years old, and 
that timelines for these plans are typically 20 years in duration. The importance of these 
plans comes from the fact that policies governing the Township tend to flow from 
priorities laid out in strategic plans. The formulation of strategic plans is a community-
driven exercise. In addition to the long-term plan, a shorter-term 4-year plan is also 
being developed. Ross indicated that there is a web site questionnaire for residents, as 
well as an upcoming meeting on August 20, 2019 in Sydenham. Generally, strategic 
plans determine the types of development, e.g., rural versus subdivision, development 
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on lakes, as well as development of roads. He also noted that policies related to climate 
change would be emerging issues, which also affect lake health and invasive species.  
 
Ross Sutherland mentioned that the current council is more pro-development than 
previous administrations. He also mentioned that municipal strategic planning always 
operates in a context where Provincial policies may override, i.e., have the ultimate say 
in a given matter.  
 
8. Developments in Frontenac Provincial Park  
 
Mike Holm gave the following Frontenac Park updates: 
 
Spring 2019 was very busy and the park, especially in April, was very full. Two more 
information panels were installed, along with the completion of 9 new cedar privies 
located on interior camping sites. Three new single interior campsites were also 
opened. Two new trail bridges were also added. 
  
Some discussion on wildlife ensued, including wolf sightings, where it was noted that 
eastern wolves are practically indistinguishable from coyotes and the species 
interbreed. There were also bear sightings. A scat program has been operated out of 
Trent University with the help of Friends of Frontenac Park. About 20 plots of invasive 
dog-strangling vine that were found, which operates under a two-year life cycle. Finally, 
it was estimated that 1/3 of tick nymphs carry Lyme disease. 
 
9. Presentation on Frontenac Bird Species 
 
Anne Robertson gave a presentation on owls on behalf of the Kingston Field 
Naturalists. She went on describe in detail the many species of owls. Out of the 130 
species, 12 live in Ontario and 11 of these in the Kingston area. These are the Barn, 
Barred, Snowy, Great Horned, Great Grey, Short-Eared, Long-Eared, Eastern Screetch, 
Northern Saw-whet, Boreal and Hawk Owls. Anne mentioned that the Kingston Field 
Naturalists do a guided snowy owl walk on Wolf Island on Family Day in February. 
 
A few noteworthy facts:  
• Owls have 10-100 times better distance vision than humans. 
• In a survey of 473 Barred Owls in Ontario, 10 were located nearby on Bedford Road.  
• Snowy Owls migrate from the arctic, and 85 are found on Wolf and Amherst Islands.  
• The Great Grey Owl can sense prey 46cm under the snow. 
 
Anita thanked Anne for her presentation. 
 
10. Other business. 
 
There was no other business. 
The meeting was adjourned near 12:00 noon. 
July 21, 2019. 


