
North and South Otter Lake Association 
Annual General Meeting 

July 15, 2018 
 
The North South Otter Lake Association (NSOLA) Annual General Meeting (AGM) was 
held at the Frontenac Park Office Interpretive Centre on July 15, 2018 from 10:00AM to 
11:30AM.  
 
Attendees: Simon Smith, Steve Blostein, Mike Kramer, Jill and Gary O’Connell, Pam 
and Don Stuart, Jean Hodgson, Anita and Keith Dunn, Edith Costello, Judy Tetlow and 
Dale Midwood, Wilma and Cam Kenny, Mike and Liz Evans, Brigitte Roussel, Peter 
Neumann, Louise Gwyn, Aaron Zimmerman, Sally Dundas, John Fraser, Fred and Judy 
Tudiver, John Vincett, Mary Farrar, Anne and Barry Robertson, Ross Sutherland, Ben 
Chabot. 
 
From 9:30 to 10:00 AM cookies, cakes and coffee were served. Mike Kramer accepted 
membership fees. Everyone enjoyed this social period and well-deserved appreciation 
goes out to all who brought refreshments. 
 
1. Introduction  
At 10:07 AM Peter Neumann, President, welcomed everyone and called the meeting to 
order. He reminded everyone to renew memberships at $10.00 per property. Peter 
thanked Ross Sutherland, Councillor for South Frontenac Townships for attending. 
 
2. Adoption of Minutes of Last AGM 
Steven Blostein, Secretary, had completed the Minutes of the 2017 AGM. These were 
emailed to members prior to the meeting. 
 
Motion #1  
Sally Dundas moved that the minutes of the 2017 AGM be adopted. 
Seconded by Pam Stuart.  
Carried. 
 
3. Treasurer’s Report  
Mike Kramer presented the treasurer’s report.  
 
 Income Expenses Balance 
July 1, 2017   $1,101.03 
Dues collected 272.40   
Interest     0.69   
June 30, 2018   $1,374.12 

 
In addition to the above, it was noted that recent additional expenses were outstanding 
for a loon raft as well as hosting fees for the NSOLA web site. In particular, a raft is 
being constructed to provide a place for them to build a nest that will float as the lake 
level rises, thereby allowing the eggs and chicks a better chance of survival. 
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It was also noted that the boat speed reduction reminder sign that was custom-made 
and installed the previous year has gone missing at the public boat launch. This was 
one of 4 signs that Mike had designed and constructed last year. 
 
Motion #2  
It was moved and seconded that the treasurer’s report be adopted. 
Motion carried. 
 
 
4. Otter Lake Map and Property List Changes 
Barry Robertson displayed an enlarged map of North and South Otter Lake and area. 
The map refers to the NSOLA Property Owners’ list that has been circulated. Barry has 
maintained this list for many years. 
 
Barry noted the following: 
Property #28 owned by Ruth and Paul Bodurtha has been sold with a closing date of 
July 31. 
Property #16 owned by Roxanne Cheney Root is currently for sale.  
 
Peter thanked Barry for maintaining the up-to-date NSOLA Property Owners’ List. 
 
A copy of the property owners’ list is available by emailing Barry at 
bar@sno.phy.queensu.ca 
 
 
5. Water Quality Testing 
 
The data for Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority’s lake quality reports are 
provided by volunteers across Ontario under the Ontario Lake Partner Program.  Keith 
Dunn conducted tests at 2 deep points. One near the Scouts Canada camp and the 
other opposite the Evans’ cottage. Phosphorous levels had not changed significantly 
from last year and visibility testing was used to confirm phosphorous level 
measurements. It was also noted that water levels have been fluctuating significantly. 
Water quality may be affected by the bursting of 6 beaver dams and possibly by the 
previous year’s culvert work. Two reported algae blooms (green/blue) were discussed 
and Ben Chabot mentioned that these might be attributed to pollen. Green algae is 
considered to be a good sign. Also, it was noted the lake has significant water flow, 
which is another indicator of good health. 
 
As usual, testing results may also be found on the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources website.  
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5A. Lake binder (item added late to agenda) 
 
John Vincett and Pam Wheaton reminded members to report sightings of flora and 
fauna using a form on the NSOLA Web site. It was mentioned that the Kingston Field 
Naturalists maintain their own comprehensive list for their 500-acre property (#48) and 
have noted bald eagles nesting. A discussion of animals by members ensued that 
included cuckows, scorpion flies, black rat snakes, vultures, and fishers. Peter reminded 
everyone to record these sightings in the lake binder.  
 
6. Election of Officers / Directors 
 
The following positions are up for election this year: President, Vice-President and 
Secretary. 
 
President: Anita Dunn, our current Vice President, has agreed to stand for election for a 
2-year term 
Secretary: Steven Blostein has agreed to stand for re-election for a 2-year term. 
The role of Vice President is not filled at this time. 
 
Besides the above there were no other candidates. 
 
Motion #3 
Peter moved to nominate the above slate of candidates. They join the currently serving 
officers: Mike Kramer Treasurer, Directors: Barry Robertson and Sally Dundas. 
 
The motion was seconded and carried. The above candidates were nominated and then 
elected with near unanimity based on a show of hands.  
 
 
In 2019, the Treasurer and the 2 Director positions will be due for election.  
 
7. Developments in Frontenac Provincial Park  
 
Ben Chabot Frontenac Park Superintendent, provided the following updates: 
 
1. The parking lot expansions at Big Salman Lake and at Arab Lake were completed, 
with an additional 45 and 6 spaces, respectively. This eliminates parking along the very 
narrow Salmon Lake Road. Also, new privies (outhouses) were constructed at the Arab 
Lake parking lot. New cedar interior privies were added at interior campsites.  
 
2. Ross Sutherland organized the Lake and Trails Festival with help from Friends of 
Frontenac Park. 
 
3.Frontenac Park is working with Scouts Canada and Walter Abicht on invasive species. 
A group of students will do some pulling of dog strangling vine. 
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8. Presentation on Frontenac Bird Species 
 
Ben Chabot gave a presentation on bird species. Before he began, he noted the 
following bird-related events:  
 
• National Geographic has designated as the year 2018 as the “year of the bird”. 
• new bird feeders, provided by Friends of Frontenac Park, were installed. 
• new education material was added, including a computer tablet with a version of   

Petersen’s Guide equipped with audio clips of different bird sounds.  
• The 2018 Frontenac Challenge has a focus on birds.  
• December 15, 2018 will be the date of the traditional Christmas bird count. 
 
Some highlights of the slide presentation are the following: 
 
• a total of 13 bird species, classified as species at risk, are found on the Frontenac 
Arch. Of these the Cerulean Warbler, Gold-winged Warbler, Eastern Whip-poor-will, and 
Louisiana Water thrush occur in this area in provincially and nationally significant 
densities. Though not deemed “at risk” the Prairie Warbler and Red-shouldered Hawk 
are two examples of the many rare and sensitive species in high concentrations in 
Frontenac Park. 
 
• a core study of 15,000 hectares, located between the towns of Sydenham and 
Westport ON was selected in 2009 as the best available context for the Frontenac 
Breeding Birds program. 
 
• the concept of Important Bird Area was defined and described. 
 
The audience was encouraged to visit the Bird Studies Canada website at 
www.birdscanada.org and/or stop at the Frontenac Park Office at any time to view birds 
at their feeders and learn from the resources available. Sightings can be reported at 
www.ebird.org/canada/home. 
 
A discussion ensued that included the question of whether people should feed birds. 
Ben declined to gave no recommendation saying that the choice was personal. 
Generally, if feeding, one should use birdseed appropriate for the more uncommon 
birds. Hummingbirds should not be fed after September since it will discourage them 
from their migration. Peanuts in winter are good. It was also pointed out that city-style 
birdseed is not needed and tends to attract deer, which is not desirable. 
 
Peter thanked Ben for his presentation. 
 
10. Other business. 
 
There was no other business. 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:28am. 
July 15, 2018. 


